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When Robert Artless purchased this property in November 1831, the 
indenture (legal contract of sale) identified him as a ‘Jersey Comber’. 
However, in his will dated July 1831 he is described as a ‘Woolcomber’. 
Presumably Jersey refers to the now extinct breed of Jersey sheep which 
were used in the locality to provide a good grade of wool at the time. The 
1861 Griffydam census also records another Woolcomber, a Joseph 
Haywood, living a couple of houses up from the Griffin Inn (10).  
 
A Wool-comber was one whose occupation was to comb wool in order to 
disentangle and straighten out the fibres in order to prepare them for 
spinning into what were known as worsted or woollen yarns. Worsted yarns 
were of a fine texture suitable for making into clothing, stockings, gloves etc. 
and woollen yarns were rougher in texture and thickness. Wool-combing at 
this time was generally carried out by hand in local communities such as 
Coleorton. The process, as shown in the photograph, involved pulling the 
wool through fine toothed steel combs.  
 
In the late 1700s, the “wool combers” would have earned 12s. to 14s. per 
week which compared very favourably with the spinners of wool, who 
earned in the order of 1s. 6d to 3s. per week and where most of the wool 
spinning was carried out by women as a cottage industry. To put this into 
perspective, beef at that time was 3½ d. to 5d per pound, and milk 1½ d per 
quart. 
 
The first machine to be really successful at combing fine wool (botany wool), 
was invented in 1843 by a Mr Lister, and after that machines began to be 
quickly introduced, bringing about the demise of the hand comber. 
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