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Brand Farm in the 1950's - 

Judith Darby 

I was born in Griffydam at Brand Farm, and 

spent my childhood there.  It was a small 

mixed farm, typical of many in the area, and 

of which there were several others in the 

village.  My parents moved there in 

December 1939.   

The farm was rented at first, then purchased 

several years later.  The farm had beef cattle, 

pigs, hens, geese as well as dairy cattle, and 

my father, Charles Wright (Charlie) had a 

milk round. 

He used a van to deliver in the area, but if he 

had someone to help him, they would deliver 

the milk to Griffydam and Peggs Green by 

horse and float (cart).  

We had several horses but the one best 

remembered was a large grey called Billy, 

who definitely had a mind of his own and 

would be best described as a 'character'.  

I used to help occasionally delivering the 

milk, but once I went to Secondary School at 

11 years old, I was expected to help on the 

milk round every Saturday and Sunday plus 

the school holidays. 

If I did the Griffydam round with Billy, I 

would have to put the harness on him and 

fasten him into the float.  I think dad loaded 

the milk for me before I went out.  All the 

horses we used regularly knew where they 

were going and would automatically stop at 

the correct house.  

Billy would move on to the next house if he 

thought you had stopped there too long.  If 

delivering to a row of houses he would move 

to the last house in the row.  

If something frightened him he would shy or 

try to run away.  One place he did not like 

being near was Kidger's butchers on School 

Lane, Peggs Green, presumably he did not 

like the smell of blood. 

The milk round extended to Coleorton, as far 

as Sinope and into Swannington.  We also 

delivered to Newbold.  My father used to 

take milk to various people on his way to 

school at Newbold (he was born in 1911) and 

I think the round grew from that when he left 

school.  The round was extended to 

Worthington in the late '50s when the council 

houses were built on St Matthews Avenue, 

and quite a few of our customers moved there. 

One of my memories of that time was that 

people were able to move into the houses 

before the roads were finished, so you were 

driving up clay un-made roadways - awful 

when it had rained. 

Griffydam Primary School - 

Memories of Marlene Forbes 

nee Wardle. 

Marlene was born in 1939 and lived in a 

cottage near the Red Lion on Nottingham 

Road on the border of Peggs Green and 

Griffydam.  She started school in 1944 at 

the age of 4½ years. 

The Head Teacher was Mr Elcock (known as 

Daddy Elcock) who lived in Osgathorpe.  

The other teacher was Miss Johnson who 

lived on Top Road, Griffydam at the top of 

The Tentas. 

Mr Elcock was later replaced by Kitty Brown 

(nee Wright) who came from Gelsmoor. 

These two teachers were later joined by 

Audrey Martin (nee King). 

The single school room was divided by a 

wooden partition which could be opened as 

required. 

The school also made use of the Methodist 

Chapel room on Elder Lane.  There was a 

separate toilet block outside the main 

building. 

At 11 years of age Marlene transferred to 

Broomleys Secondary School.  Pupils who 

passed the Eleven plus went to Ashby 

Grammar School. School.  Pupils were 

transported by bus.  Marlene remembers 

two older pupils (Marilyn Statham and Greta 

Sketchley) helping her on her first day (there 

were no preliminary visits).  The Broomleys 

headmaster as was Thomas W. Hill. 

From 1967 to 1987, Marlene worked as a 

dinner lady at Griffydam Primary School. 

She was allowed to take her baby son to work 

with her.  School lunch at that time was 

served in the Chapel room as the school had 

no kitchen.  

 

In the 1980s Marlene collected school meals 
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from Worthington School and transported 

them to schools in Griffydam, Breedon and 

Diseworth. 

During her time working at Griffydam 

Primary the Head Teachers were: Stan 

Towers, Adrian Bradley and Val Grant. Other 

teachers were Erica Josey, Pat Maltby, Liz de 

Luze and Fran Wooding. 

Remembering Griffydam 

The bungalows on Top Road were built in the 

late 1950s.  There were formerly two or 

three cottages on the site.  At the end of 

Middle Road there was a Post Office owned 

by Mr Saddington.  Near the Post Office 

Mrs Brooks sold sweets from her house. 

Mrs Davey lived near the well.  She was 

kindly woman but rather eccentric (she kept 

chickens in her house). 

Griffydam Area Timeline - 

Geology 

Dates = millions of years ago 

575ma Charnwood Granites formed 

420ma Thringstone Fault (runs through the 

village) forms 

360 -300ma Carboniferous period. The area 

straddled the equator.  Warm, shallow seas 

dominated with the deposition of limestone.  

However, most of the Charnwood area lay to 

the East of the Thringstone fault and formed 

an exposed mountain range.  One of the few 

examples of Carboniferous Limestone occurs 

around Grace Dieu.  The shallow seas gave 

way to swamps and forests, which form the 

basis of the N W Leicestershire Coalfields. 

The shoreline formed the sandstone that 

follows the fault 

Internet 

The Griffydam History section of the 

Griffydam Community Group’s website is  

www.griffydamvillage.com/history 

The Griffydam Community Group’s 

Facebook page is 

www.facebook.com/griffydamvillage/ 

Griffydam Area Timeline - 

Celts, to Normans 

100 BC Coritani were the occupying tribe the 

East Midlands centred at Leicester, the local 

hill fort was at Breedon. They were the most 

northern tribe to mint Gold coins.  

  

 

 

 

 

44 AD Leicester Ratae had a roman garrison 

410 Roman departure and the beginning of 

Angian people settling period 

500 The kingdom in the border region along 

the Trent valley had become known as 

Mercia.  The people were Mercian, the 

people of the borders 

676 Breedon Monastery was founded by 

King Aethelbert of Mercia, son of the pagan 

King Penda.  

Cunneries rabbit warren in operation 

 

873 Vikings Great Army lands at Repton and 

overwinters in the area.. It is believed that 

one of the three camps was at Breedon. 

886 Danelaw is established in a treaty 

between Guthram and Alfred.  The Danes 

then settle in the area  

1066 Norman invasion 

1204 First record of Coalmining in 

Swannington  

1331-1384 John Wycliffe translates the bible 

into English and lays the foundation for the 

reformation 

Griffydam Area Timeline - 

the last 500 years 

1551- 1859  Griffydam 200 acres owned by 

the Earls of Stamford (Greys of Groby) 

1722 election, William Dexter was the only 

free holder  

1775 election, Francis Swan was also a free 

holder in Griffydam occupation pot carrier 

1778 Wesleyan Methodist Chapel built 

1800 John Nichols refers to the Chalybeate 

mineral spring 

1851- 1888  Joseph Smart & Co operating 

the brickworks and operated a small pit in 

Griffydam, described as Earthenware 

manufacturers 

1850-60’s John Nicholson landlord of the 

Wagon & Horses described as a Brick maker 

1863 Griffydam 200 acres owned by Earl of 

Stamford and J Curzon 

1898 Whitwick Pit disaster 35 died, 2 buried 

in Griffydam 

1968 Lount Colliery closes 

Sources include Samuel Stewart’s book on 

Griffydam 

Griffydam History Group 

There is already sufficient material for the 

next newsletter, but we would love your 

contributions for further editions.  For 

details of our next meeting email 

griffydamhistory@yahoo.com or telephone 

07936 669 276. 
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